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This Third Edition of Opinion Writing breaks new ground for all writers of trial and appellate

opinions--trial and appellate judges, administrative law judges, arbitrators, as well as current and

aspiring law clerks.The differences between this edition of Opinion Writing and its predecessors are

fundamental. To be sure, four core topics remain the same: (1) theoretical concepts underlying a

judicial opinion; (2) the anatomy of an opinion; (3) writing style; and (4) opinion writing checklists.

But this edition is more than a teaching text. Instead, it takes opinion writers by the hand and

reveals to them step-by-step how to write a judicial opinion. It is more than ''what''; it is

''how.''Serving for over 50 years on the bench, Judge Aldisert has participated in thousands of

opinions written by his colleagues and him. His experience serving in the different U.S. Courts of

Appeals across the country--from Atlanta, Georgia, to Seattle, Washington--has provided him a rare

opportunity to acquire first-hand knowledge of the operation of the judicial process. This text aims to

share that knowledge through personal anecdotes, illuminating opinion excerpts, and even some

cartoon illustrations. This book also provides a series of checklists--how to write, test, and shorten

the product for all who are charged with publicly justifying a judicial decision.This edition, equal parts

teaching manual and compendium of information, is a must-have.
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I find this book very useful as a city court judge. It's easy to read and understand. Topics are

methodical but not dry. They are clearly and tersely discussed and illustrated. Above all- it's

cerebral.



A priceless and thoroughly in depth look at the inner workings of opinion writing. A must have if you

are humble enough to take Judge Aldisert's advice!

Just what I needed to get the judicial opinion writing-assignment done in 7 pages.
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